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AARP FOUNDATION WOMEN’S SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

Helping Women 40+ Discover New Lives and New Futures

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the AARP Foundation Women’s Scholarship Program?

The AARP Foundation’s Women’s Scholarship Program provides scholarship funds to women 40+ seeking new job skills, training, and educational opportunities to support themselves and their families. The AARP Foundation Women’s Scholarship Program is available to eligible individuals with moderate to lower incomes and limited financial resources.

Who funds the Women’s Scholarship Program?

The scholarship program is made possible by a generous donation from AARP to the AARP Foundation, the organization’s affiliated charity.  For more information about the AARP Foundation, please log on to www.aarp.org/foundation.

How can scholarship funds be used?

Scholarships may be used for any course of study at a public or private secondary school, including community colleges, technical schools, and four-year universities.  Funds may be used to pay for tuition, fees, and books. 

Who is eligible to apply?

To be eligible for the scholarships, applicants must: 

· Be female age 40 or over (as of October 31, 2007); 

· Be able to demonstrate financial need; 

· Be enrolled in an accredited post-secondary school or training program within 6 months of the scholarship award date. 

Who is this scholarship program especially trying to help? 
The program is especially interested in helping women who find themselves in one or more of the following situations:
· they are returning to the workforce after an extended absence;

· they are underemployed (in a job with limited pay, limited growth opportunities and limited benefits); or

· they are grandmothers or other female relatives raising another family member’s child/children (with the ability to demonstrate significant financial responsibility for those child/children).

Do I have to be a full-time student to receive a scholarship?

No, you can be either a full-time or a part-time student.

When and how do I apply?

The on-line application will be available beginning August 31, 2007.  Complete applications must be submitted no later than October 31, 2007.  The program application may only be submitted on-line. The application form and additional information on the scholarship program is available at www.aarp.org/womensscholarship beginning August 31, 2007. Click on the “apply for a new scholarship” link. Follow the onscreen instructions to apply for an AIN (applicant identification number). Remember to write down your applicant identification number so you will remember it in the future. When prompted, use “AFWSP” as your access key. 

Can I make changes to my application once I have submitted it?
Return to www.aarp.org/womensscholarship and click the “apply for a new scholarship” link.  Using Log-in Option 2, enter your access key (AFWSP), AIN (application identification number) and name to re-enter the application process. Click “continue” on each tab until you reach the section that needs to be corrected or updated.  Make changes as necessary and print a new Cover Page for your records. You do not have to resubmit any information unless there is a change in test scores or class rank and/or size, prior to the October 31, 2007 submission deadline.

If my contact or school information changes, how do I update it? 
If you need to change or update your mailing or email address, and/or school information ONLY, return to www.aarp.org/womensscholarship and click the ‘Edit Mailing Address’ or ‘Edit College Information’ link. Enter your AIN and first and last name. Click the ‘Edit Address/College’ button and make the necessary changes. Changes must be submitted before the October 31, 2007 deadline. If there are any additional corrections to your SSN or name after the application deadline, email the detailed information along with your AIN to info@spaprog.com.
How do I know if my application was received?

To check the status of your application, return to www.aarp.org/womensscholarship and click on the “Check Application Status” link. Enter your AIN, first name and last name. Then click “Submit.”

What information does the application require?

The application requires basic contact information and education, employment and/or community service history.  In addition, applicants must answer three short essay questions regarding: (1) their educational goals; (2) the benefit of the scholarship to themselves and their families or communities; and (3) any significant obstacles they have faced in their lives and how they have overcome them.

Will the information I provide on the application be kept confidential?

The information you provide will be shared only with the independent selection committee established by the AARP Foundation and the Scholarship Program Administrators in Nashville, Tennessee.  
How much scholarship money is available?

Scholarship awards will range from $500 to $5,000, depending on financial need and the cost of the education or training program. 

How many scholarships will be awarded?

The AARP Foundation will award up to 100 scholarships during the first award cycle.

Can I reapply for a scholarship the following year?

Yes. Scholarships will be awarded for a period of one year or less.  Recipients may reapply for the following year’s scholarship program if they continue to meet program eligibility requirements.
How will scholarship recipients be selected?
Scholarship winners will be chosen by an independent selection committee established by the AARP Foundation.  They will be chosen on the basis of financial need, personal circumstances and achievements, educational goals, and the likely impact of the scholarship on their lives and their families and communities.  Decisions of the selection committee are final.  

When and how will the scholarship recipients be notified?
2008 scholarship recipients will be notified in January 2008 by letter and e-mail. 
If I am selected as a scholarship recipient, how will I receive the funds?

Scholarship funds will be made available shortly after the 2008 scholarship recipients are announced in January 2008.  The scholarship check will be mailed to your permanent home address and will be made payable only to the educational institution. It is the responsibility to deliver the award check to your institution’s financial office. 

If I am not selected as a scholarship recipient, how will I be notified?

Only those receiving a scholarship will be notified.
If I am not selected as a scholarship recipient, can I challenge the selection committee’s decision?
No. All decisions of the selection committee are final.
What will be expected of me as a scholarship recipient?

Scholarship recipients must provide accurate information at all times.  They must be enrolled in an approved educational program within six months of receiving notification of the scholarship award.  They must continue their designated educational program for the complete term of the scholarship (barring illness, family emergency, or military service). 

Are scholarship funds taxable?

Generally, scholarship funds used exclusively for the payment of tuition, fees, or textbooks are not taxable.  Because there may be some exceptions to this rule, AARP Foundation recommends that you contact your tax advisor or log on to www.irs.gov to look for more information.   The scholarship recipient is responsible for taxes, if any, that may be assessed against the scholarship award. 

If I am receiving public benefits, how will this scholarship affect those benefits?

Because the scholarship funds can be used to pay for only tuition, fees, and books, the scholarship is not considered to be income for public benefit purposes and should not affect your public benefit income.

Who do I contact if I need more information?
For additional information regarding the scholarship program contact:

AARP Foundation Women’s Scholarship Program

c/o Scholarship Program Administrators, Inc.

P.O. Box 23737

Nashville TN 37202-3737

Fax (615) 320-3151


www.aarp.org/womensscholarship (Access Key: AFWSP)

The AARP Foundation is AARP’s affiliated charity. Foundation programs provide security, protection and empowerment for older persons in need. Low-income older workers receive the job training and placement they need to re-join the workforce. Free tax preparation is provided for low- and moderate-income individuals, with special attention to those 60 and older. The Foundation’s litigation staff protects the legal rights of older Americans in critical health, long-term care, consumer and employment situations. Additional programs provide information, education and services to ensure that people over 50 lead lives of independence, dignity and purpose. Foundation programs are funded by grants, tax-deductible contributions and AARP. 
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